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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


• • 


SUBJECT: Senior Seminar Guest Speaker’s Article 

Criticizing CIA 


1 This Memorandum has been prepared as a reS u lbo £ b ^ ber 

? g- «£ 

Senior Seminar. (A copy of th ® f a ^Jg C J nstituti^for^Policy Studies, 
Slshington! a ™C?’wart 1 gaes? speaker in the Seminar on 4 November. 


, The Seminar is discussed in the first two paragraphs of 
the article in which Barnet gi^s a misleading account (a) J his 
the purpose o£ the Seminar, (b) of hi ttarnpt’s 

discussions with Seminar Participants. Contra yl B ^ .. con - 

sides’ (the Further ^ 8 

SVsTgle Pra^^rBarnet tendentiously, connects previous ^con- 

IEtSSSpS 

surrou " d4 

the Seminar's invitation to Barnet.) 


, Rarnet was invited to make a presentation on 4 November 
of the Seminar: 


"To develop greater insight into problems and 
pressures facing' CIA management , the P r °£!;!^s 
of change within the Agency ^nd in its external 
relationship, and developments m American socie tx 
which are relevant to CIA as an organization. 


£fe JOXc" ~ 
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, , "domestic environment" notes that 

T th e e Rlock^ examines contemporary domestic problems and is^ues^ 

o£ the II. S. Government m general and with CIA l P well 

this Block the Seminar Staff sought to present "critical as wen 

chal lenged° in tell ectua!ly° b ^Separate h presen tat ions “et^scheduled 

on "Social and Cultural Change in American Society 

you?H g v';ewpo?n?!" C "The 0 5rug e Culture," government and the Media," 

"CIA and the Media,” "A Critic Looks at U.S. Foreign 

"c nr i a i and Cultural Change m American Society A Ferspec 
Tite " “he penultimate was the topic proposed to Mr. Barnet (see 
Attachment B? copy of topic scope note) . Thus “"flense: ’ image . " 
his article implies, was he invited to discuss the Agency s 

4 Our selection of Barnet as a speaker was based on several 
considerations. He has achieved prominence as an articuiate, 

ivSt. 

i n he^fc.] He is 

iTt totally ignorant of foreign polic^process^^s^o^e^cade- 

Dis armament ^Administr at ion^and its ^successor ACDA and 

believed he would live up to his billing as a critic. 

r Prior to making any move to invite Barnet, I submitted 
his name SlSSg with thSt of many other possible guest speakers, 
to the Office of Security. Approval to use Barnet on an un 
sified basis was granted by Security on . 1 s |P^"b' Co. ntr. a y 
to the usual Seminar practice of writing a i formal let con . 

tion outlining the nature and objectives of the Semina , 
tart was limited to my telephone call inviting him t p 

a follow-up letter asking for his su S6®!^° n Q £ C his e t?anf pSrtation 

n t e o n Ld e fr™ g tSf reiiiar n si?e , ; an8 (s:i Moment of the 

letter to Barnet.) His name was listed in the Senior Seminar gues 
speakers°regulariy forwarded to the DD/S by the OTR Speaker 
Coordinator . 

6. The salient points of Barnet's forma^resent^tion and 
ensuing discussion period were recorded by A 

° .. *1 nl ,.4 ^ 4 nf -f i f P nf Sect 


>ee 


ensuing discussion perioa were x cuuiucu u 7 

Personnel Security Division, Office of Security, who acted as 
Seminar 6 rapporteur for the Block in ^ich Barnet appeared. (S. 
Attachment D for Rapporteur's summary of Barnet s session w 

the Seminar.) His presentation “nested of two: ^°-slyle remaiks 
Seminar members which commenced with formal lecture style remar 
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for one hour . His comments were critical, in a rather rambling 
fashion, of present day U.S. foreign policy. He particularly 
emphasized the impact of the Nixon Doctrine on foreign policy, 
contending that the Doctrine is a throwback to the Cold War and 
the policies of that era. Moreover, he claimed that CIA is an 
antiquated instrument of that cold war and its image is that ox 
a "sinister force." 


7. Following Barnet's formal remarks and a coffee break, 
the Seminar group reassembled in the Seminar lounge for discus- 
sions. Several questions were put to Mr. Barnet, but his detailed 
responses left far more questions unanswered than the group would 
have liked. Despite an occasional question posed by Barnet, no 
specific information was volunteered by the Seminar members. 

There was one lively exchan ge stemming from h is claim that CIA 

is responsible for train in in methods of i nter_ 25X1C 

rogation with primary reliance upon the use of physical torture. 

When considerable skepticism was expressed by the group, the 
speaker asserted he had his information on "good authority 
a personal friend. Pressed further to identify his source, Barnet 
claimed that the syndicated columnist Jack Anderson had given him 
this information. (Incidentally, he did not allude to this con- 
tention in the N.Y. Review article.) 

8. Near the close of the discussion period, Barnet raised 
the charge that CIA has engaged in assassination. I joined several 
members of the Seminar in rejecting this claim in a most positive 
manner. Notwithstanding, he concluded his article with a general 
reference to the Agency's having developed "brilliant techniques 
for assassination, sabotage and deception. 

9. Following the informal session, five of the participants 
and I took Barnet to lunch since he had declined the Seminar's prof- 
fered honorarium on the basis that it was against the policy of 

his institution to accept government money. The conversation at 
lunch, according to the recollections of those of us in attendance, 
would certainly not have generated any of the allegations in the 
Review article. 


10. The Seminar members were not particularly impressed with 
Barnet's theses or arguments. Some members expressed astonishment 
over the apparent lack of knowledge on the speaker's part as well 
as the sources of his information. Most Seminar members did state 
however, in their critiques that they found him provocative and 
stimulating. (See Attachment E, copy student evaluations of 
Barnet .) 



25X1 A 


Chief, Senior Seminar 


Atts: A/S 
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Remarks : 

Colonel White: 

The attached memorandum and cover sheet 
although lengthy and perhaps unnecessarily defensive 
respond# to your comment on the Barnet appearance at 
the Senior Seminar. I can see the wisdom of exposing 
students to critics of the Agency and generally endorse th< 
concept. Although a majority of this seminar would 
apparently endorse inviting Mr. Barnet again I intend to 
tell Hugh not to do so not because of the content of his 
presentation or views on the Agency but because he 
violated our confidence and attempted to trade on his 
seminar appearance. 
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COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom 
to whom. Draw a line across column oftor each comment.) 


The attached Memorandum for * 
the Record sets out the whole story 
of Richard Barnet’s appearance at 
the Senior Seminar. 

Two factors connected with this 
episode cause me to wonder whether 
we really are "the loser in this 
particular case": 

a. Beginning his article with 
the boast that he had been invited 
to appear in our Senior Seminar 
seems to me to emphasize the 
point that CIA is not afraid to 
listen to its critics. The several 
paragraphs about the Seminar, 
however tendentious and mis- 
leading, do detract a good deal 

’ from the points he later goes on 
to make. 

b. One exchange with the 
students during the Seminar 
suggests that his article would 
have been even more critical 

if he had not been talked down on 
one of his favorite points. This 
wastis allegation th at CIA is 
engaged in training 

in the use of ' 
torture. He made a good deal of 
this point to the students; given 
his grasping at all other types 
of criticism of CIA he would 
surely have included this one in 
the article if he had not been ‘ 
persuaded otherwise. 


HUGH T. CUNNING 


stall n? 
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